
      

   

Report of the Seniors Captain 2019/20 

Due to the Covid-19 regulations we are unable to have an AGM at the current 

time so I have prepared this report to summarise matters which have occurred 

during the year and provide information on how we will proceed in the coming 

year. The seniors committee have continued to meet throughout the 

coronavirus crisis mainly using Skype. 

 

Seniors Committee and Officers 

The main club committee determined that current committees should 

continue until such time as an AGM is held. All current members of the seniors 

committee have agreed to continue to serve on the committee. 

The committee sought nominations (via e-mail) for the position of vice-captain 

and for membership of the committee. Lyndon Cheal was the only nomination 

as vice-captain and so will assume that position on 1st November 2020. As the 

existing vice-captain Andy Pearce will automatically become seniors captain 

from that date. No additional nominations were received for membership of 

the seniors committee.  

For information Kevin Blakeley will be taking over as club captain and Andy 

Yeatman will be his vice-captain. 

 

Golfing Issues 

General – The year has seen major changes at the golf club. The building of the 

Congo Falls course has increased the profile of the club in Bristol and 

surrounding areas. There have also been major alterations to the clubhouse 

giving a much more modern feel. 

Competitions – Winter competitions proceeded as normal until lockdown on 

23rd March 2020. The latter stages of winter knockouts had to be completed 

on resumption in June 2020. Summer competitions including knockouts 



resumed in June 2020 with no entry fees but with some a smaller number of 

prizes funded approximately 50:50 by the main club committee and the 

seniors committee funds. The club were able to resume collection of entry fees 

in mid-October 2020 with 100% of entry fees going to the prize fund and no 

levies collected for the club committee or senior’s fund. 

Friendly fixtures – All fixtures had to be cancelled until October when we were 

able to play home and away fixtures against Saltford Golf Club who this year 

retained the Malcolm Cockle cup. Thank you to Paul Bishop who arranged all 

the fixtures. Most of your efforts were not rewarded this year Paul but you 

continue to do a great job. 

Seniors Avalon League/Somerset Bowl – All fixtures in 2020 were cancelled. 

The draws for 2020 are carried over to 2021. 

Seniors Open - This event was cancelled as it was due to take place during 

lockdown. A seniors Wednesday competition in September was nominated as 

‘Senior Captains Charity Day’ in order to raise some funds for the senior 

captain’s charity and details of this are provided below. 

Seniors awayday and overnight trips – These were postponed until 2021. 

 

Seniors Finances 

The year commenced with a seniors fund disposable balance of £1143.07. 

Having regard to comments at previous AGMs the seniors committee sought to 

reduce this amount and the balance is now below £500. Before lockdown the 

seniors committee suspended collection of its 50p levy from entry fees with 

this amount added to the prize fund. This may need to be reinstated when 

things return to normal. Expenditure items included the normal contributions 

to the Christmas dinner disco, greenkeepers Christmas gratuity, Christmas 

soup day and AGM drinks. The committee also made a one-off contribution of 

£250 to the senior captains charity. 

At present the seniors fund has no income. The balance is sufficient to cover 

normal Christmas expenditures this year if events can be held. The seniors 

committee will continue to keep our finances under review. 

 

 



Trophy Winners 

Congratulations to the following trophy winners throughout the year. 

Winter singles knockout – Paul Martin 

Winter pairs knockout – Martin Walters and Geoff Kent 

Winter merit table – Ian Thomson 

Winter eclectic – Guy Norfolk 

Summer singles knockout – Peter Mumford 

Summer pairs knockout – Martin Walters and Geoff Kent 

Summer merit table – Tom Davidson 

Summer eclectic – Steve Brady 

Seniors championship – Tony Brogden 

Seniors net champion – Andy Pearce 

Veterans championship – Bob Winter 

 

Senior Captains Comments 

It has been an honour to serve as Seniors Captain at SVGC over the last year. It 

has certainly been a different year to those had by previous captains. We were 

able to have most of our normal winter events but the coronavirus happened 

and pretty much wiped out the spring and summer. Aside from not being able 

to play golf for approximately three months I would say the biggest problem 

has been the loss of opportunities to raise funds for my charity (see below). 

I would not have been able to survive the year without the help of the seniors 

committee so thank you all. Mike’s secretarial skills never cease to amaze and 

we now have an IT expert Lyndon who managed to get us all talking on Skype. 

Thank you also to John Gray for monitoring our finances. I would also like to 

say thank you to the club committee and particularly club captain Jerry Baker 

for their help and advice during the year. 

Thanks must also go to the fantastic staff at the club who make our experience 

at the club all the better. Martin, Lee and James have ensured that the 



clubhouse and shop facilities are top notch and kept us safe in the ongoing 

crisis. They also ensure that our competitions run smoothly. 

Thank you to Ryan and all the kitchen and bar staff for their service throughout 

the year. The bar experience is certainly different now at the end of the year 

compared to that at the start. 

Thank you also to Steve and the groundstaff. The course as always is in superb 

condition you are always looking to make improvements. 

 

Senior Captain’s Charity  - My charity this year was The Lily Foundation. They 

are a national charity providing support for people with mitochondrial disease. 

As well as providing practical help and counselling they fund research into 

finding a cure for the disease. Thanks to the generosity once again of 

Stockwood Vale members we have raised the sum of £2315. In the 

circumstances this is a great sum and will be much welcomed by the charity in 

a year when their own fundraising opportunities have been much curtailed. 

Sums raised this year include the following:- 

Christmas dinner/raffles £276 

Football Cards £200 

Quiz night £50 

Sale of honours boards £315 

Contribution from Seniors Fund £250 

Captains winnings fund £134 

Charity Day £907 (Entry fees £240, Raffle £275, Sponsorship £200, Donations 

£192) 

Other donations £70 

Collecting tin £113 

(I kept this at home and pestered family and friends when they visited. Then 

they stopped visiting for several months – but that might have been 

lockdown). 

 



The year ahead 

As mentioned before from 1st November 2020 our new Senior Captain will be 

Andy Pearce and vice-captain will be Lyndon Cheal. Andy’s chosen charity is 

Mind, the mental health charity. Andy’s opportunities for fundraising will 

continue to be limited so can I ask that if you see any events, raffles etc. taking 

place you are especially generous so that all of us together can raise a 

meaningful sum. I’m sure Andy’s year will be successful on and off the course 

and I wish him all the very best. 

Hopefully the situation with the pandemic will improve and we will continue to 

enjoy our golf. Friendly fixtures will be arranged again and it will be good to 

see some of our new (and old) faces in the Wednesday competitions 

representing the club. Information about taking part will be made available 

early in the new year 

The next big issue on the horizon is the World Handicapping System which 

commences on 2nd November 2020. Hopefully this can be implemented 

without many teething problems but any issues can be raised with staff or 

committee members. 

 

Clive Hammond 

Seniors Captain 2020 

29th October 2020 


