
Minutes of the Senior’s Annual General Meeting on Wednesday 23  rd   October 2019

1. Welcome:

Senior’s Captain, Barry Jenkins, welcomed the members present to the 2019 Senior’s AGM 
and thanked them for attending.

A total of 21 seniors were present and Martin Edenborough, Club Manager, represented the 
Club Management for AOB. A welcome was also extended to Jeremy Baker, the current Club 
Vice Captain, as an observer. 

2. Apologies:

Apologies for absence were received from Paul Bishop, Malcolm Gray, Ian Haddon and Mike 
Sheppard.

3. Minutes of 2018 AGM:

The minutes of the 2018 AGM had been posted on the senior’s noticeboard and the seniors 
section of the club website. These were accepted by the meeting and was proposed by Paul 
Trenchard and seconded by Lyndon Cheal.

4. Seniors Vice Captain’s Report: 

Clive Hammond reported the following – 

Our year had a busy and interesting start with the implementation of the computerised 
competition entry system. Senior members coped with its introduction really well and most 
people seem to think it is an improvement on the old system. We also had to cancel a 
competition due to bad weather but afterwards reviewed the competition rules to 
determine what should happen in similar situations.

During the last twelve months there have been a total of 50 weekly competitions. More than
half (29) were individual medal and stablefords. During the year we have attempted to 
introduce new competition formats. The old Chicago format was unworkable using the new 
handicap rules. We have played a par 3 competition, varied Texas scramble formats, played 
today’s sixes format and even introduced a trophy for left handers. I would like to say a 
particular thank you to Lyndon who did most of the research on new formats and associated
rules and did the course design for the par 3 competition. 



The usual annual competitions took place including the open, seniors championship, 
veterans championship, senior captains invitation day, and seniors captains cup (shotgun 
start). We also had a successful away day at Yeovil Golf Club and overnight trip to 
Donnington Valley and particular thanks must go to Paul Trenchard for his hard work 
organising these.

I am happy to report that numbers taking part in competitions has increased. During the 
winter an average of 43 (37 last year) players took part in individual competitions and 40 
(31) participated in team events.  During the summer an average of 42 (44 last year) players 
took part in individual competitions and 41 (26) participated in team events. Some of this is 
down to new players becoming available but I am sure it is also due to the efforts of Barry 
and his committee to create additional interest and enjoyment.

Alongside the weekly competitions the summer and winter Merit and Eclectic competitions 
also took place. The merit table had 54 names in the summer and 52 in the winter. The 
eclectic list had 79 names in the summer and 81 in the winter. The summer knock outs 
attracted 29 pairs (27 last year) and 40 (35) players in the singles. The winter knockouts had 
26 pairs (24) and  31 (39) individuals in the singles.

Can I finish by thanking senior members, the senior’s committee and club staff for all the 
support I have received as vice-captain.

5. Seniors Friendly Fixture Secretary’s Report.

Mike Newell reported for Paul Bishop –

The seniors played 28 friendly matches during the year, travelling to Somerset, 
Gloucestershire and Wiltshire. I am sure Barry will give you a breakdown of results.

The same fixtures have been arranged for 2020 with the exception of Cumberwell Park, who 
due to a reorganisation of their fixtures, do not have sufficient tee times to accommodate 
us.

6. Senior’s Open Report:

Terry Edenborough reported –

The day was very successful despite the weather, although it could have been a lot worse as 
a large thunderstorm managed to just miss the course in time for the event not to be called 
off.

I would like to express my thanks to the ladies, green keepers and catering staff for there 
help on the day along with Martin and the guys in the shop for helping us put the whole 
thing together. 



We had about forty visitors on the day despite having sixteen members of Ogborne near 
Swindon pull out at the last minute due to a bereavement at the club and there desire to 
attend the funeral which unfortunately was on the same day.
 
As a result of all this we were able to pay out nearly £800 in prize money in the form of 
vouchers along with some additional prizes in the form of golf balls for 2,s on the par 3,s.
  
I would also like to thank all those who donated prizes and bought tickets for the raffle 
which raised £436 for the Anthony Nolan Trust.
 
I think for the first time the committee decided to attempt to obtain sponsorship for most if 
not all the holes on the day. We succeeded to the tune of over £600, I would like to sincerely
thank all our sponsors and I hope we can attempt to do the same again next year.

Please make a note for next year when our Seniors Open will on Wednesday 6th May same 
format with maximum handicap of 28. 

7. Seniors Somerset Bowl Report:

Barry Jenkins reported –

Our journey in this years Somerset Bowl was unfortunately a short one.
We were drawn to play Vivary Park at Wells Golf Club where unlike our own greens they were very 
slow, the Stockwood Vale players found it difficult to adjust whereas the conditions suited Vivary 
Park as their greens were similar.
We were waiting in the clubhouse for the last team to finish at two matches each so the result of this
game would decide the outcome.
All square after the 18th they moved on to the first extra hole where our fate was decided, a 3 to 2 
loss.
Oh well better luck next year.

8. Seniors Finance Report:

John Gray, Club Treasurer, reported –

He explained the 2018 draft report was finally approved at the last club committee meeting 
after being audited by Andy Yeatman. There had been an inbalance between money in the 
bank and money in the accounts. This took some time to equate. John expressed his thanks 
to Andy for his diligence in auditing the accounts.

John Gray then presented the 2019 draft figures, see attached spreadsheet, which shows the
following:-

Senior’s Open Fund £40.24
Senior’s  Disposable Fund £1143.07



Senior Captain’s Charity Fund £3997.12

John Gray said the seniors disposable fund was growing year by year and suggested we 
looking into ways of reducing this excess. Discussions suggested lowering the senior’s 50p 
contribution from the competition entry fee. It was agreed the senior’s committee to look 
into ways of reducing the amount of monies in the disposable fund.

Barry Jenkins then thanked John Gray for his reporting of the senior’s finances throughout 
the year.

9. Senior Captain’s Report:

Barry Jenkins reported -

I am very honoured to have been the Senior Captain for 2019.

During the last twelve months we have tried to introduce new competition formats with the Par 
3 which was well received by most members, and will be repeated this year albeit with a few 
tweaks. The shotgun start for the Captains Cup was also a success a couple of weeks ago and it 
was great to see everyone in the club afterwards and hear the banter, even if it was only for the 
chips and sandwiches. Thanks to Ryan(hope you didn’t get into too much bother over the charge
levied) and the bar team for ensuring everyone was served in good time. One question however 
that came up several times why 9 sandwiches between 4?
A sixes competition was due to take place today which hopefully went well and that we now 
know the last 8 ready for next weeks finale. I hope the format was not too taxing for you all. 

My first event of the year was the Seniors Christmas Dinner & Disco where 50 members and 
guests had an excellent meal with many of them praising the quality of the food.

The Seniors Open held in May was also a success. Despite losing over 20 participants due to 
either illness or a funeral 49 pairs played with thunderstorms circling the club on all sides but 
the golfing gods were on our side that day as everyone managed to complete their rounds 
without incident. I would like to thank Andrea and her Ladies who managed the reception desk, 
sold raffle tickets and did the draw, took the twos money and sold pin badges for the charity. 
Also thanks to Jerry Baker for acting as starter, Steve and his green keepers for ensuring the 
course was in wonderful condition, Ryan Thomas and his team for keeping us fed and watered 
and to Martin and the pro shop team for their support and for the work they put in to ensure the
day went smoothly.

Both the Veterans and Senior Championships were well attended with some very competitive 
scores being recorded, especially in the first round of the Senior Championship but the hot 
weather took its toll on the second day where the scores suffered with the exception of the 
winner John Gray who recorded a score of 73 an incredible twelve shots fewer than the next 
lowest score, an amazing achievement I am sure you agree.



We also fulfilled 28 friendly fixtures and 12 Senior Avalon fixtures this year and it was a struggle
at times to get enough players for the friendlies especially towards the end of August and 
throughout September, I will stress at this time that it was not the Avalon fixtures that were the 
cause of this as the majority of the Avalon players do not wish to play senior friendlies.
We played 28, won 11, lost 15, and halved 2
I used 34 players in these matches of which 5 played 1, 5 played 2 and 2 played 3 matches this 
left a core of only 22 senior members to fulfil these matches. Previous captains will understand 
why it has been difficult at times to get a full team out as they will probably recognise that the 
numbers available for Senior matches has been dropping especially over the last few years.

Several discussions have taken place to try and identify the causes of this at committee meetings
and with other club captains as it is evident we are not alone in this regard. Is it the formality, 
the dress code and sitting down for a meal post match, the cost especially when there are two 
games in the same week or perhaps just the length of the day which can be 7 hours or more.
More research needs to be carried out amongst the Senior members and a recruitment drive has
to take place for both friendlies and the Avalon matches if we are to avoid the same problem 
next year.

Players who have played in these matches over the years will tell you how enjoyable they can be 
where you renew and make friendships, the camaraderie is evident and the banter can be very 
entertaining. Which unfortunately can not be said about some of my jokes so its safe to say none 
will be appearing in this report.
Towards the end of July I was taken ill and unable to play golf for at least a couple of months so 
I feel as though I left unfinished business due mostly because I was unable to play in the friendly 
matches.
It did not stop me organising the matches however, as Martin Edenborough said what else was I 
going to do in my hospital bed?
Fortunately I had great support from the committee and other members of this fantastic club, 
Clive, Mike  and Terry all helped out by captaining the team in the friendlies, But unfortunately 
they managed to lose 9 of the 10 matches I missed so perhaps my figures of winning 10 from 17 
is not so bad. Only joking. A big thank you for your understanding and support, during what was 
a difficult time for me.

The Avalon League

This year we played in the North Division playing 12 matches and didn’t get off to a particularly 
auspicious start in our first match when we were whitewashed 12 pts to nil at Enmore who 
were again in the final after winning the league for the first three years. However the highlight 
was getting revenge in the home fixture winning 8pts to 6pts which included defeating a pair 
that had not lost for three and a half years.
We finished on 71pts in 5th place and I must say probably failed to reach our potential. We could
and should be battling for the top spot with the players we have available but could do with a 
few more players to ensure a good team is fielded every week.



Charity  - Anthony Nolan

As I stated earlier my year started with the Christmas Dinner where a raffle resulted in a 
donation of £220, this was followed by raffles for Christmas and Valentines Hampers which 
raised over £360.
The Seniors Open was next and I deliberately missed thanking the Committee for their support 
and the £100 sponsorship of a hole on the day, but I especially want to thank one person in 
particular Terry Edenborough who managed to raise another £500 plus in hole sponsorship 
with a fantastic £1067
raised in total on the day.
The Senior Captains Invitation Day was next when a further £500 was donated to my chosen 
charity, this year the ladies were invited to join the Seniors and a successful day was had by all 
with 4-ball vouchers from Cumberwell Park, Tall Pines and Andy Carter the prizes in the 
Bowmaker format with a mulligan  available to all players wearing the Anthony Nolan pin badge.
A further share of the bunker bottle raised £133.
But once again a very big thank you goes to a super couple, the fantastic Dave and Patsy Hurst, 
fund raisers extraordinaire who through the Charity Quiz in February(£140), the Masters 
Sweepstake(£200) the Rugby World Cup Sweepstake (£200) Quiz (£40). That’s £580 which 
remember was only a third of the monies their efforts have raised, over £1700 in total, so please 
join me in a big round of applause to convey our thanks.
With various miscellaneous donations and contributions from other raffles and of course the 
dreaded football cards Anthony Nolan will benefit to the tune of nearly £4000. Thank you 
everyone for your contribution no matter how small. This is indeed a great club with 
fantastically generous members.

I would like to thank Martin and Mike for their advice, help and support especially during the 
last three months. To the guys in the pro shop for their help and support throughout my two 
years as your Vice and then Seniors Captain. 

To Steve and the greenkeepers thanks for keeping this course in great condition, many visiting 
teams have commented on its condition and have particularly enjoyed the challenging greens 
and pin positions.

Thank you to Ryan and his kitchen and bar staff for all the work they do, especially when we are 
entertaining visiting teams, the food has been exceptional at times and I would therefore like to 
praise one person in particular Alex who has created her own dishes, the mixed salads were 
very popular amongst both members and visitors and the desserts were superb, the Rumanian 
Cake, the Tiramisu and who could forget that Bread and Butter Pudding, magical!

To the Committee, thank you all for supporting me over the last two years.
Paul and Joe, who are resigning from the committee, thank you for the contributions you have 
made. Paul your services to the away days will be sorely missed.
Peter, Lyndon and Terry thanks and I look forward to working with you as just a committee 
member.



Mike thank you for your advice, help and support, Mike does a lot of work in the background 
that no one sees, acting as the senior secretary, attending meetings, organising agendas and 
minutes for the meeting etc.. Please give Mike and the committee a round of applause.

Finally Clive, stepped in when he was needed during my illness, and has again supported me 
throughout the year. Thank you Clive, I have no doubt that you will do a good job as Senior 
Captain for 2020 and of course you can depend on my help and support. I wish you every 
success and Good Luck.

10. Presentation of Trophies:

Winter Singles K/O: Richard Neate

Winter Pairs K/O: Alan Burge & Steve Brady

Summer Singles K/O:  Melvin Gibbon

Summer Pairs K/O: Steve Rose & J Hill

Seniors Veteran’s Championship: Mike Sheppard

Senior’s Nett Championship: Tony Brogden

Senior’s Gross Championship:  John Gray

Senior’s Player of the Year:

Of the members who played over 20 of the team matches this person had the best 
Win/Halved percentage with over 71%. He also played in the Senior Avalon team and did 
quite well in both Summer Knockouts, going out in the Quarter Final to the eventual winner 
in the singles and losing in the final of the pairs. He has proved to be one of the most 
consistant golfers in the section so it will be no surpise that for the 2nd  year running,  Andy 
Pearce is the Seniors Player of the Year. 

Senior’s Clubman of the Year

The Seniors clubman of the year was a little more tricky to select as several members need a
special mention for the contributions they made to the Seniors Section most of which goes 
on behind the scenes and the help and support they have given me throughout my year as 
Captain.

Clive Hammond who took over the reins in the friendly matches when I couldn’t play, Mike 
Newell for all the work he gets involved with as Secretary and Terry Edenborough who did a 



fantastic job for the Open by rounding up willing sponsors and raising over £500 towards the
charity. Dave & Patsy Hurst for the fund raising they do throughout the year, what a fantastic
couple they are.

However my Clubman of the Year is the man who looks out for the underdog, a stickler for 
the rules, is not always easy to get on with and we often agreed to differ, but if asked he 
would help anyone out and is often the first to offer his services. He also worked very hard 
organising the away days, and ensuring that everything went smoothly. He also played in all 
28 of our friendly matches, printed the menus for our home games, and made an 
appearance in a couple of Avalon League fixtures.

Gentlemen, Paul Trenchard is once again your Clubman of the year for 2019.

11. Handover to new Seniors Captain: 

Barry Jenkins handed over the captaincy to Clive Hammond.

Can I congratulate Barry on a very successful year as captain. It says something about the man that 
he continued to carry out his duties during his illness in the summer and I’m sure we all agree that 
we are happy to see him back in good health and back on the golf course. He will continue to serve 
on the committee so I am happy to continue receiving his good advice and support.

I would like to thank members and the committee for giving me this opportunity. In my younger days
even playing golf was never an option but now here I am captain of the most important section in 
the golf club.

My charity this year is called The Lily Foundation. This is a national charity which is 
committed to finding a cure for mitochondrial disease by funding research, raising 
awareness and funding victim and family support. Mitochondrial disease has deeply affected
myself and my wife Wendy in that it caused the death of our daughter Gemma and son 
Wayne both at the age of 21. The disease affects thousands of people and has many effects 
including seizures, vision and hearing loss, disabilities and eventually organ failure. I will post
some further information about the charity and what it does on the notice board. As a 
personal commitment to the charity I willdonate to the charity fund the cash equivalent of 
any prizes I receive in competitions, roll-ups etc. If my current form continues this might not 
be very much!

Looking ahead I hope senior members will continue to support our weekly competitions and
other events. If you see any other seniors at the club or on the course encourage them to 
take part. Our programme of friendly matches will continue next year and details will be 



posted on the notice board in the new year. In the near future at end of next month is the 
Christmas dinner and disco and I hope members will continue to support this and it would 
be great to also see some new faces there. I would be grateful to receive items for the 
Christmas raffle which can be passed to me or left in the office.

12. Election of new Seniors Vice Captain:

Clive Hammond announced there had been only one application for the post of Vice Captain
and therefore Andy Pearce was elected.

13. Election of new Seniors Committee:

Clive Hammond announced the majority of the senior’s committee were happy to stand for 
another year, while two members were retiring after a number of years service, Joe Payne 
and Paul Trenchard. There were two nominations for the committee and Clive said that John
Harper and Dave Budd were elected.

14. AOB:

Martin Edenborough, Club Manager, gave an update on the new Adventure Golf complex 
being built. The small dining room was being extended with a new entrance for the 
Adventure golfers. The bar is being moved between the small dining room and the current 
lounge bar. Once the decoration is complete members will use the two dining rooms whilst 
the lounge bar is redecorated and the bar moved to match the one in the small dining room.
Once completed, golfers will revert back to the lounge bar. It is hoped this work will be 
completed by early April. The construction of the Adventure Golf area is due to take 16 
weeks. The plan is to open the complex by mid June. The car park is being increased from 
120 spaces to 180 to accommodate the increase in traffic.

 Colin Harvey asked if there would be any change to the exit barriers with the extra number 
of vehicles using it. ME replied that there were no plans at this time to change the current 
system.



Lyndon Cheal asked if tee times for K/Os could be booked early. ME had no problems with 
this as long as peak times were avoided (Saturday and Sunday mornings).

John Harper thought the showers needed an upgrade as the controls on a few did not work 
properly and the shower heads required changing. ME agreed to investigate the problems.

There being no further questions for Martin, he retired from the meeting.

Colin Harvey asked if the format for Captains Invitation Day could be announced well in 
advance of the date to allow members to invite guests to join us for the day. CH said he 
would make sure this is done.

John Gray was disappointed that so few trophy winners attended to accept their trophy. He 
asked the seniors committee to discuss a solution to this problem.

John Harper mentioned players changing their start times on the day of the competition if a 
vacancy becomes available earlier and others dropping out without notifying the club shop 
in advance. Discussions took place and the committee agreed to look further into the matter
raised.

Paul Trenchard asked in view of the money held in the senior’s disposable fund that the 
committee consider reducing the 50p levy. It was agreed to keep the £4 competition entry 
fee but the committee agreed to review the levy.

There being no further business the Seniors Captain closed the meeting.


